
Women, Minorities, and Persons With Disabilities in Science and Engineering: 2002

Appendix table 4-2
Female science and engineering graduate students, by field: 1990–99

Page 1 of 2
Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

Science and engineering, total.............................. 133,737 140,847 150,239 156,584 159,117 160,201 161,661 162,027 163,445 168,468
Physical sciences............................................. 8,068 8,564 8,844 9,202 9,159 9,080 9,042 8,841 8,751 8,905  

Astronomy.................................................... 165 172 186 198 223 223 227 208 230 225
Chemistry..................................................... 5,868 6,262 6,562 6,852 6,841 6,825 6,837 6,718 6,563 6,610
Physics......................................................... 1,913 1,980 1,943 1,976 1,908 1,835 1,809 1,744 1,780 1,873
Physical sciences, other............................... 122 150 153 176 187 197 169 171 178 197

Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences.......... 4,119 4,455 4,851 5,030 5,323 5,436 5,448 5,419 5,569 5,720
Atmospheric sciences.................................. 185 190 241 225 242 237 234 263 234 242
Geosciences................................................ 1,922 2,008 2,077 2,110 2,235 2,298 2,332 2,311 2,326 2,407
Ocean sciences............................................ 781 846 959 1,004 1,107 1,094 1,059 1,043 1,152 1,210
Earth, atmospheric, and ocean 

sciences, other......................................... 1,231 1,411 1,574 1,691 1,739 1,807 1,823 1,802 1,857 1,861
Mathematics and applied mathematics............ 5,287 5,336 5,485 5,528 5,406 5,078 4,996 4,791 4,900 4,865
Statistics........................................................... 912 962 1,064 1,110 1,129 1,183 1,225 1,081 1,089 1,176
Computer science............................................. 8,199 8,290 8,471 8,431 8,087 8,133 8,797 9,881 10,802 12,570
Agricultural sciences......................................... 3,335 3,567 3,775 4,118 4,318 4,465 4,458 4,572 4,725 4,915
Biological sciences........................................... 23,042 24,135 25,475 27,056 28,161 28,862 28,783 28,630 29,096 29,760

Anatomy....................................................... 444 484 478 474 511 483 486 476 427 431
Biochemistry................................................. 2,065 2,131 2,218 2,331 2,382 2,417 2,293 2,181 2,235 2,274
Biology......................................................... 5,949 6,212 6,579 6,807 6,744 6,889 7,124 7,273 7,204 7,146
Biometry and epidemiology.......................... 997 1,112 1,328 1,526 1,586 1,673 1,774 1,781 2,141 2,267
Biophysics.................................................... 164 182 202 226 218 241 244 216 209 213
Botany.......................................................... 1,072 1,067 1,054 1,094 1,164 1,144 1,110 1,119 1,118 1,093
Cell and molecular biology........................... 1,134 1,298 1,421 1,591 1,744 1,817 1,864 1,928 2,026 2,242
Ecology........................................................ 469 518 589 664 745 774 768 781 823 870
Entomology and parasitology....................... 358 341 354 400 417 414 424 410 414 406
Genetics....................................................... 727 759 842 932 912 882 901 959 970 1,007
Microbiology, immunology, and virology...... 2,320 2,352 2,366 2,468 2,509 2,481 2,457 2,423 2,422 2,503
Nutrition........................................................ 2,941 2,920 2,951 3,144 3,480 3,729 3,628 3,412 3,361 3,380
Pathology..................................................... 578 624 647 741 782 780 809 832 804 804
Pharmacology.............................................. 1,024 1,130 1,181 1,244 1,352 1,311 1,291 1,229 1,325 1,343
Physiology.................................................... 933 966 951 983 986 1,058 981 934 886 910
Zoology........................................................ 835 884 828 860 876 866 820 756 735 707
Biological sciences, other............................. 1,032 1,155 1,486 1,571 1,753 1,903 1,809 1,920 1,996 2,164

Psychology....................................................... 32,345 34,787 36,834 37,990 38,138 37,764 37,747 37,619 37,462 37,377
Psychology, combined program................... 13,067 12,714 12,470 12,693 12,332 12,015 11,668 11,951 11,938 11,457
Psychology, except clinical.......................... 12,583 14,632 15,808 16,425 16,808 16,817 16,992 16,417 16,415 16,698
Clinical psychology....................................... 6,695 7,441 8,556 8,872 8,998 8,932 9,087 9,251 9,109 9,222

Social sciences................................................. 33,758 35,056 38,223 40,436 41,349 42,193 42,920 42,459 42,044 43,337
Agricultural economics................................. 599 636 712 750 748 783 710 688 680 713
Anthropology (cultural and social)................ 3,791 3,953 4,247 4,392 4,593 4,553 4,686 4,501 4,556 4,644
Economics.................................................... 3,374 3,559 3,802 3,856 3,793 3,876 3,783 3,512 3,464 3,499
Geography................................................... 1,204 1,318 1,431 1,582 1,598 1,585 1,561 1,625 1,663 1,703
History and philosophy of science................ 118 132 130 142 140 139 152 162 193 212
Linguistics.................................................... 2,006 1,913 1,996 2,020 2,066 2,000 2,023 2,017 1,953 1,833
Political science/public administration.......... 13,157 13,736 14,971 15,756 15,584 15,950 15,632 15,404 14,961 15,582
Sociology...................................................... 4,279 4,612 5,150 5,568 5,740 5,783 5,785 5,822 5,696 5,739
Sociology/anthropology................................ 681 489 534 512 591 554 541 571 522 470
Social sciences, other.................................. 4,549 4,708 5,250 5,858 6,496 6,970 8,047 8,157 8,356 8,942

See SOURCE at end of table.
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Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

Engineering....................................................... 14,672 15,695 17,217 17,683 18,047 18,007 18,245 18,734 19,007 19,843
Aerospace engineering................................ 289 327 348 357 358 351 352 371 382 423
Agricultural engineering............................... 101 125 144 151 200 202 210 218 243 251
Biomedical engineering................................ 547 588 617 698 697 726 733 826 870 1,004
Chemical engineering.................................. 1,146 1,257 1,394 1,499 1,526 1,561 1,642 1,709 1,721 1,726
Civil engineering........................................... 2,689 3,102 3,654 3,858 4,211 4,232 4,300 4,189 4,127 4,180
Electrical engineering................................... 3,715 3,851 4,277 4,313 4,102 4,088 4,122 4,438 4,747 4,966
Engineering science and engineering 

physics..................................................... 299 288 305 304 306 297 295 278 331 319
Industrial/manufacturing engineering........... 2,137 2,355 2,655 2,593 2,795 2,755 2,714 2,611 2,407 2,423
Mechanical engineering............................... 1,442 1,511 1,698 1,774 1,823 1,677 1,636 1,779 1,762 1,787
Metallurgical and materials engineering....... 893 987 1,069 1,027 1,069 1,059 1,060 1,094 1,115 1,072
Mining engineering....................................... 58 50 43 50 50 42 54 63 55 55
Nuclear engineering..................................... 155 177 186 185 153 145 153 143 134 144
Petroleum engineering................................. 33 52 65 66 59 71 60 77 55 82
Engineering, other........................................ 1,168 1,025 762 808 698 801 914 938 1,058 1,411

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering, various years.
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